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Barry Legge, Winnipeg Jets, 1980-81 

 
 
 

 
GWHMA Award Winners - Winnipeg 
Tribune, April 14, 1966 

 

 
Baltimore Blades' Legge stares down 
Jets Joe Daley and Ulf Nilsson - 
Baltimore Evening Sun, February 19, 
1975 

May 31, 2021, marked the 10th Anniversary of the official 
return of the Jets to Winnipeg. The team has moved on to the 
second round of the NHL Playoffs and I am reminded of an 
early Jets player who played on or against three different 
Winnipeg Jets teams … 
 
He ‘traded lumber’ with Gordie Howe, tripped up Bobby 
Hull, scored on Vladislav Tretiak, broke Wayne Gretzky’s 
scoring slump, blocked for Mike Luit, played with the real 
‘Hanson Brothers’ from Slapshot, set up plays for Mark 
Messier, Robbie Ftorek, Rick Dudley, and was coached by 
Jacques Demers, all before donning a Winnipeg Police 
uniform. I am talking about Barry Legge of course. 
 
Barry was well known for his defensive play from a very 
young age, first making a name for himself in 1966 when he 
was selected as one of the top players in the Greater Winnipeg 
Minor Hockey Association. “The Gordie Howes of 
Tomorrow” they were called by the Winnipeg Tribune in their 
April 14, 1966 edition.  
 
Barry had the chance to meet “Mr. Hockey” himself during 
the summer of 1964 when Howe gave him some batting 
advice while visiting his St. James baseball team. Barry 
would meet Howe again several more times between 1974 
and 1980 when he was playing with the Houston Aeros and 
the Hartford/New England Whalers in the WHA/NHL – they 
even traded high stick majors in 1979. Barry was also on hand 
when Hartford retired Howe’s jersey on February 18, 1981,  
just before the Winnipeg Jets took on the Whalers at the 
Hartford Civic Center.  
 
After playing minor hockey with the Winnipeg Mustangs 
Barry moved on to play with the St. James Canadians in 1970 
with the Manitoba Junior Hockey League, before joining the 
Winnipeg Jets of the Western (Canada) Hockey League in 
1971. Barry played three seasons with the Winnipeg 
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Jets/Clubs 1 before being drafted in the 4th round (61st overall) by the Montreal Canadiens in the 
1974 NHL amateur draft, and 31st overall by the Michigan Stags in the WHA (World Hockey 
Association) amateur draft. 
 
With future Hall of Famers Larry Robinson, Serge Savard, Guy Lapointe, and staples Jimmy 
Roberts and Pierre Bouchard already playing defence, cracking Montreal’s line-up was 
extremely unlikely for Legge, so he chose to sign with the Michigan Stags in the WHA instead. 
 
Barry would play 345 games in the World Hockey Association for the Michigan Stags, 
Baltimore Blades, Denver Spurs, Ottawa Civics, Cleveland Crusaders, Minnesota Fighting 
Saints, and Cincinnati Stingers. While that appears to be a lot of teams, Barry was less of a 
journeyman and more the product of being drafted by teams that kept relocating.   
 
After five full seasons in the WHA, Barry spent the next 
part of three seasons in the NHL with the Quebec 
Nordiques and the Winnipeg Jets from 1979-80 to 1981-
82, playing a total of 107 games before hanging up the 
blades.  
 
Barry’s best season was with the 1976-77 Cincinnati 
Stingers when he collected 29-points feeding the likes of 
Rich LeDuc, Blaine Stoughton and Rick Dudley to a 
second-place finish in the Eastern Division. The 
following year was almost as good, netting 24-points 
feeding Cincinnati’s newest star Robbie Ftorek to a 109 
point season. When the WHA folded in 1979, Barry 
would follow Ftorek to the Quebec Nordiques in the 
NHL. 2 
 

                                                             
1 In 1966, Ben Hatskin formed the Winnipeg Jets as an entry in the Western Canada Hockey League. In 1972 

Hatskin brought the World Hockey Association to Winnipeg and called it the Winnipeg Jets as well. In 1973 
Hatskin sold the “Junior Jets” to a group led by Gerry Brisson. A sponsorship deal with Club Beer, gave the team 
a new name, the Winnipeg Clubs. Doug Wilson was another member of the 1973-74 Clubs who would go on to a 
very successful NHL career. 

2 Although Barry was selected by the Winnipeg Jets in the WHA dispersal draft, he was traded to Quebec with 
fellow Cincinnati alumnus Jamie Hislop for teammate Barry Melrose. Barry would be re-acquired by the 
Winnipeg Jets the following season from Quebec in a cash trade. 

Barry Legge trips up Bobby Hull - Winnipeg Tribune, 
March 4, 1978 

Saskatoon Star Phoenix, February 8, 1974 
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For those too young to remember, the WHA was the first 
major hockey league or at least the most successful to 
compete with the NHL from 1972 to 1979. The WHA tried 
to capitalize on the lack of hockey teams in a number of 
large US and Canadian cities and hoped to attract the best 
players in the world by paying more than the NHL. Sixty-
seven (67) players left the NHL to play in the WHA in the 
first year, led by Chicago Blackhawks star forward Bobby 
Hull who signed with the new Winnipeg Jets. 
 
An initial attempt to merge six WHA teams (Edmonton 
Oilers, New England Whalers, Quebec Nordiques, 
Cincinnati Stingers, Houston Aeros, and Winnipeg Jets) with 
the NHL in 1977 was rejected by the NHL before the 1979 
merger was approved that saw the Edmonton Oilers, New 
England Whalers, Quebec Nordiques, and Winnipeg Jets 
join for the 1979-80 season. The Oilers are the only WHA 
merger team to retain both their original name and city.  
 
The Cincinnati Stingers, where Legge found his 
most stable years, joined the WHA in the winter 
of 1975-76. While owners Bill DeWitt Jr. and 
Brian Heekin failed to land an NHL expansion 
team, they bought into the WHA, building the 
Riverfront Coliseum. Barry was acquired in 
October 1976 from the Minnesota Fighting 
Saints, a team that also hosted the Carlson 
brothers (aka the “Hanson Brothers” from the 
1977 movie “Slap Shot” and “Slap Shot 2”) at 
the time. 
 
Besides Robbie Ftorek, Cincinnati also acquired 
17-year old Mark Messier early in the 1978-79 
season after his previous club, the Indianapolis 
Racers, folded.  The future Hall-of-Famer 
played 47 games for the Stingers during the 
WHA’s final season. Messier was the last active 
WHA member in the NHL when he retired in 
2004 at the age of 43. 
 
In fact, almost all of the Cincinnati players were picked up by NHL teams and played in the 
NHL after 1979 including Peter Marsh, Barry Melrose and Rick Dudley who also played with 
the Winnipeg Jets. Besides Mark Messier, Mike Gartner was another NHL Hall of Famer from 
Cincinnati. Mike Liut was a top-50 all-time goalie in ranking by The Hockey News, and Jacques 
Demers was the last coach to lead a Canadian team to a Stanley Cup when Montreal won in 1993 
(he would also coach Barry with the Quebec Nordiques in 1979-80). 

Cincinnati Enquirer, February 15, 1978 

Barry Legge on the cover of Hockeytime 
magazine, December 22, 1976 
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According to Gartner the WHA “was an 
unbelievable experience. It was a great stepping 
stone. The top players were just as good as the 
NHL, but there was not as much depth.” Stories 
about the WHA’s bench-clearing brawls were 
legendary. “It was just like ‘Slap Shot,” Barry 
Melrose once said. In one game, known as the 
“Thanksgiving Night Massacre” (as much for the 
12-2 score as the brawl that broke out 24 seconds 
into the game), was between Cincinnati and the 
Birmingham Bulls on November 24, 1977. 
 
Prior to the game, Birmingham had acquired Dave 
Hanson & Steve Durbano (Dave Hanson, being one 
of the “Hanson Brothers” from Slapshot). The 
starting lineup that night featured Durbano, Frank 
Beaton, Serge Beaudoin, Gilles “Bad News” 
Bilodeau, and Bob Stephenson. Cincinnati 
countered with Ftorek, Del Hall, Jamie Hislop, Ron 
Plumb, and Barry who took a major and a 
misconduct during the melee. “The thing I’ll always 
remember about that fight,” said Melrose in a later 
interview, “is [Birmingham] had this minister come 
out and say a prayer before the game.” After that 
game, Cincinnati brought in their own tough guy, 
Paul Stewart, who had once trained with boxing 
champ Aaron Pryor. 

 
Probably one of the highlights for Barry during his stint with 
Cincinnati (in my opinion at least) was playing against the 
Soviet Red Army national hockey team in a series of games 
against the WHA in 1976-77 and again in 1977-78. 
Cincinnati lost 7-5 to the Soviets on their first meeting on 
December 28, 1976. While they lost 9-2 in their second 
meeting on January 8, 1978, Legge was one of the only 
players to crack Vladislav Tretiak. 
 
Just over a month later Barry was rewarded for his hard work 
and consistency as Assistant Captain of the Cincinnati 
Stingers by Coach Jacques Demers. “He’s the type of player 
the team wants to build around,” said Demers in an interview 
with the Cincinnati Enquirer on February 15, 1978. “He’s a 
real winner, and a team player”, continued Demers. “His 
play has shown leadership on the ice. He’s not the flashy type 
of player and he’s a quiet, reserved kind of guy. But he’s a 
solid defenseman who gives you the same game every night.”  

Newly minted Assistant Captain Barry 
Legge - Cincinnati Enquirer, April 6, 1978 

Barry Legge scores on Vladislav Tretiak - Cincinnati Enquirer, 
January 9, 1978 
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I would hear those same comments years later from Dick 
Scott (later Chief of the Brandon Police), who was second 
in command of the Training Division when Barry joined the 
Winnipeg Police, and Danny Smyth, Winnipeg’s current 
Chief of Police, who was Barry’s boss when he worked in 
the Fort Garry district – a quiet, reserved kind of guy, who 
just did his job. 
 
Other highlights of Barry’s time in Cincinnati were no 
doubt tripping up the powerful offence of the Winnipeg Jets 
– Bobby Hull, Anders Hedberg and Ulf Nilsson – before his 
hometown friends and family as they tried to score on Mike 
Liut with no avail. However, Barry wasn’t so lucky with a 
young Wayne Gretzky who, on April 3, 1979, was in the 
midst of a 4-game scoring drought. “Gawd, I was beginning 
to wonder when I would score again”, muttered Gretzky to 
the Edmonton Journal. “After 4 games without a goal, and 
only two in the last 12, I needed a break. I got it. My shot 
(the game-winner) was kicked in by Barry Legge”. 
 
That would end out Barry’s season in Cincinnati and he 
would wind up playing for the Quebec Nordiques in his 
inaugural NHL season after the demise of the WHA. Barry 
would play 31 games for the Nordiques that year and 5 with 
their American Hockey League team, the Syracuse 
Firebirds. In the off-season, he was sold to the Winnipeg 
Jets in a cash trade. 
 
The move to Winnipeg at the start of the 1980 NHL season 
was great for Barry – he was back in front of his hometown 
friends and family and playing alongside some of 
Winnipeg’s great players – Morris Lukowich, Dave 
Christian, Norm Dupont, Willy Lindstrom, Dave 
Babych, Ron Wilson, Moe Mantha, and a young Dale 
Hawerchuk.  
 
Being married with two children, and a third on the 
way, it was a chance to be closer to family and 
hopefully some stability. However, it proved 
somewhat fleeting. As 1981 closed the Jets brought in 
Serge Savard from Montreal to play defence and 
would send Barry to the Tulsa Oilers in the Central 
Hockey League starting in 1982. 
 

Barry Legge checks Wayne Gretzky - Courtesy of 
Ken Gigliotti, Winnipeg Free Press 

Barry Legge & Dave Babych squeeze out Chicagos Reggie 
Kerr - Arlington Heights Daily Herald, February 9, 1981 
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With a third child due in less than a week, it was no 
time to be uprooting his family again. In addition, 
Barry had developed a serious rash – which had first 
appeared when he was playing in Cincinnati. After 
many visits to different doctors, it turned out Barry 
was allergic to polyester, which of course all the 
equipment was made of at the time. It was time to 
hang up the blades. 
 
Barry had two brothers in the Winnipeg Police at the 
time, Tom #1126 who started on November 15, 
1976, and Bob #1207 who started on November 28, 
1977. 3 Policing appeared to be a viable option. 
However, it wasn’t that easy. With junior hockey taking Barry on the road as a 17-year old he 
never completed grade 12. As such he needed to go back to school and finish first. After 
completing his Grade 12, Barry applied for the Winnipeg Police and was hired on October 12, 
1982. He graduated from Recruit Class #102 on July 22, 1983. 
 
For the first two years of his career policing, Barry walked the beat. It was a rite of passage for 
most new police officers. Barry would remain a uniform officer for his career working primarily 
in the downtown, Ft. Garry and St. James areas. Like his hockey days, he was a quiet, reserved 
kind of guy, who just did his job. He coached his son for a few years and ran the winter sports 
program at Kirkfield Community Centre. He also refereed for one year but found it was not to 
his liking. 
 
After 32 years in policing Barry hung up his holster and retired in 2014. I asked him if he has 
any special memories. Nothing in particular he says. Like hockey it was mostly about the people 
– he met so many interesting characters along the way. As another famous Manitoban once said, 
“Life is like a road that you travel on / When there's one day here and the next day gone / 
Sometimes you bend, sometimes you stand / Sometimes you turn your back to the wind” – Life is 
a Highway (or a Jetway), and Barry took the journey. 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
3 Both good hockey players in their own right, Tom would also play with the St. James Canadians in the Manitoba 

Junior Hockey League as well as the Winnipeg Clubs and the Flin Flon Bombers in the Western (Canadian) 
Hockey League before joining the Winnipeg Police. 

Legge ties up Canuck's Stan Smyl - Vancouver Sun, 
November 9, 1981 

Recruit Class #102, 1983. Barry Legge - back row, third from the right 


