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DAVID MORRIS 
Constable 1936-1950 

Written & researched by John Burchill 
October 30, 2022. Winnipeg Police Museum 

 
 
With the Winnipeg Blue Bombers set to play in the CFL’s 
Western Finals on November 13, 2023, we look at another 
Winnipeg police officer who played in the Bombers ranks back 
during the 1936-37 seasons. 
 
David (Dave) Morris was born on August 23, 1914, in St. James. 
The son of a baker, Dave grew up in St. James, living for many 
years at 384 Brooklyn Street. 
 
Dave’s first football honours came while a member of the 
Winnipeg Deer Lodge Juniors, which won the Western 
Canadian football title in 1934.  
 

 
 
                                                                    Winnipeg Tribune, November 12, 1934 
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Not surprisingly, Dave’s talents earned him a spot on the Victoria and Winnipeg Seniors football 
clubs in the following years. In 1936 Dave earned a spot on the Winnipeg Blue Bombers roster, 1 
playing guard, tackle or centre. During this time, most players played both ways. 
 
Coming off their first Grey Cup win the previous year, 1936 was a disappointment for the Blue 
Bombers, getting knocked out early in the western finals. However, they returned to the Grey 
Cup finals in 1937, losing 4-3 to the Toronto Argonauts.  
 
Dave played only four games in 1936, or half the season at the time, as he had also been 
“drafted” by the Winnipeg Police on May 11, 1936, and had to split his time between the 
practice field and his full-time job with the police. It was a similar situation in 1937, after which 
Dave left to concentrate on policing full-time.  
 
Nevertheless, Dave kept his hands in the game by coaching his alma mater, the Deer Lodge 
football club, over the next few seasons. Indeed, Dave was never very far from the Bombers club 
as he was put on the reserve players list when All-Star Centre and Defensive Tackle Mel Wilson 
was injured in 1939. 
 
In addition, Dave’s size and skills off the football field as a hockey player obviously impressed 
his colleagues at the Winnipeg City Police Athletic Association (WCPAA) as he was picked up 
to play on the Association’s senior men’s intermediate hockey team. 
 

 
 

WCPAA Hockey Team. Finalists in the 1938 Manitoba Intermediate Hockey League. 
Dave Morris in the centre player in the back row. 

                                                           
1 1936 saw the first use of the term Blue Bombers. Credit for that goes to Vince Leah, a writer for the Winnipeg 
Tribune. During a 1936 exibition game against the University of North Dakota, Leah called the Winnipeg team Blue 
Bombers in comparing them to the then heavy weight boxing chamption Joe Louis, who had the nickname "The 
Brown Bomber". The name caught on and was officially adopted by the teamin 1937. 
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In March 1938, the WCPAA team went to the provincial finals knocking out Sturgeon Creek, 
Petersfield, Transcona and Teulon in the playoffs before taking on the Treherne Indians in a best 
of two, total goals finals. The WCPAA lost the series 2-0. 

 
Dave continued to play with the WCPAA 
Hockey Team until 1942. However, the team 
did not fare as well again. With Canada 
embroiled in World War II, Dave along with 
many other officers, would enlist for overseas 
service, putting hockey on hold. 
 
On May 5, 1943, Dave took a leave of absence 
from the police department and enlisted with 
the Royal Canadian Navy Volunteer Reserve. 
Dave was subsequently discharged from the 
Navy effective October 1, 1945, and resumed 
active duties with the Winnipeg Police. 
 
On his return to policing, Dave remained 
active in curling, winning several curling 
championships with his police associates.  

                  
                 Winnipeg Tribune, April 7, 1941. 
 
On November 30, 1950, Dave resigned 
from the Winnipeg Police and moved 
to Vancouver. He passed away on 
October 12, 1973, in Vancouver. 
 
NOTE: The World Police & Fire 
Games come to Winnipeg on July 28 – 
August 6, 2023. Anyone wishing to 
recognize a police athlete, past or 
present, or any member they feel made 
sustained and substantial contributions 
to policing in Winnipeg and its 
surrounding municipalities during the 
past 150 years, is asked to send me 
their name and (if known) a brief 
description of their accomplishments. 
 
 

                                                                                
 

                                                                                                                   February 15, 1950. Winnipeg Tribune 
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